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ACA/ Marketplace Updates

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Offers New Health
Coverage Enrollment Option for Small Business

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a plan to change t he
way that small businesses enroll in insurance coverage through the Federal exchanges,
offering employers the help they need to find affordable insurance for their employees.

The Federally -Facilitated Small Business Health Options Program (FF -SHOP) prog ram was
mandated under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), but failed to sign -up significant

numbers of small employers. Out of the nearly 30 million small businesses in the country,

less than 8,000, just .1 percent of small businesses currently participate in the FF-SHOPs in 33
states, which cover less than 40,000 individuals nationwide. SHOP programs are now

defunct and do not provide needed insurance coverage for small businesses.

0Our goal is to reduce ACA burdens on consumer s
easier for them to purchase coverage, 6 sai d CMS
has failed to provide affordable insurance to small business and to the American people.
This new direction will help employers find affordable healthcare coverage for th eir
empl oyees and make the SHOP exchanges function

As part of the changes CMS intends to propose, employers would still obtain a
determination of SHOP eligibility through HealthCare.gov. The move would reduce the
feder al gov eeinmalthcar® ®vemnage decisions and make it easier for issuers
to use their own enrollment systems for SHOP plans. Online enroliment would be removed
from HealthCare.gov and small employers would access coverage through an agent or
broker, or an issuer of their choice, for plan years beginning on or after January 1, 2018.

The FFSHOPs exist in states where the SHOP program is operated by the federal
government. Small businesses with SHOP coverage that took effect in 2017 would be able
to continue using HealthCare.gov for enrollment and premium payment until their current
plan year ends. Some employers that purchase SHOP coverage are also able to access
the Small Business Health Care Tax Credit. This option will still be available to small
employers who purchase coverage under the new enrollment approach.

Under the intended approach, state -based SHOPs not using HealthCare.gov could
continue to operate as they have previously.

For more information please click

here: https://www.cms.gov/CCIlIO/Resources/Requlations -and -

Guidance/Downloads/The  -Future-of-the -SHOP-CMS-Intends -to -Allow -Small-Businessesin-
SHOPsUsing-HealthCaregov__-More -Flexibility-when -Enrolling -in-Healthcare -Coverage.pdf
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2017 CMS Assister Summit: Understanding the Evolving Marketplace
Registration is now open for the 2017 CMS Assister Summit!

CMS will host a two -day Marketplace assisters training in Baltimore Maryland and via

webcast on June 28 & 29, 2017. This interactive event will include in -depth assister training
and education on a variety of topics that support Marketplace program integrity and

stability.

All assisters are invited to attend via webcast. Assister organizations attending via webcast
are encouraged to host watch parties durin g the two -day event.

Join us for Two Days of Marketplace Assister Training

June 28, 2017 (12PM - 5PM EDT)

Day 1 will focus on The Future Role of Assisters

June 29, 2017 (9AM - 5PM EDT)

Day 2 will focus on Optimizing Consumer Experience

Webcast Registration: Click here to register to attend the 2017 CMS Assister Summit via
webcast. Participants who registe  r in advance will receive a confirmation email with
additional event details.

Due to building capacity, a limited number of FFM assisters are invited to attend in -person.
Pl ease check with your organizationds Assister

reg arding in -person attendance.
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2017 CMS Assister Summit
June 28, 2017 ‘ June 29, 2017

12:00PM - 5PM EDT | 9:00AM - 5PM EDT

Thank you for joining us for the
2017 CMS Assister Summit!

Day 1 will focus on The Future Role of Assisters
Day 2 will focus on Optimizing Consumer Experience

Below are three distinct learning tracks, please use the key to determine which
sessions you would like to attend, if you are participating in person.

Please note: only sessions in the Grand Auditorium will be webcast.

Color Code Key of Learning Tracks

- = Stabilize the Risk Pool through Outreach and Enrollment

This track focuses on developing best practices for how to work with, educate,
and enroll consumers and reach target populations.

= How to Run an Accountability Centered Assister Program

This track focuses on the key tools and skills that have been demonstrated to be
most effective in building professional and exceptional assister programs.

-= Deep Dive on Marketplace Policy and Programs/How to Handle Complex Issues

This track focuses on providing information and tips for resolving complex and
challenging concepts that assisters routinely encounter.

We Support GO GREEN



2017 CMS Assister Summit
June 28, 2017 ‘ Theme of Day One: The
12:00PM - 5PM EDT | Future Role of Assisters

12:00 pm-12:30 pm CHECK-IN & BADGING

12:30 pm~- 12:50 pm
WELCOME & DAY 1 OVERVIEW
(Grand Auditorium Plenary)

12:50 pm - 1:20 pm

VISION FOR ASSISTERS IN THE EVOLVING MARKETPLACE
(Grand Auditorium Plenary)

Grand Auditorium

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm Data-driven Outreach: Assister Best Practices Enrollment
Reaching Target on Collaborations Troubleshooting
(Concurrent Sessions) Populations
2:30 pm - 2:45 pm AFTERNOON BREAK
Grand Auditorium \ 112
2:45 pm - 3:45 pm From Coverage to Care HIOS Metric Reporting Marketplace
Strategies Appeals

(Concurrent Sessions)

3:55 pm - 5:00 pm Grand Auditorium C-110 & C-111 & C-112

Certified Application Navigator Update Session
Counselor Update Session

(Assister Specific
Concurrent Sessions)

TRACK KEY:
- = Stabilize the Risk Pool through Outreach and Enrollment
= How to Run an Accountability Centered Assister Program

- = Deep Dive on Marketplace Policy and Programs/ How to Handle Complex Issues

We Support GO GREEN













































